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Phuk Seow Ceremony
by
Assoc. Prof. Udom Buasri
Faculty of Humanities and social science
Center of Arts and Culture
Khon Kaen University Thailand

Phuk Seow is an old tradition which has played an important role in the way of life
of Northeasterners for a long time. We cannot find the specific date or period of its
origination. It is generally recognized as a ceremony of making friends or friendship ceremony
of people in this region.

Seow

The word “Seow” means “comrad” or “intimate friend”. The deep meaning of this
word reaches the hearts of person to person. It doesn’t mean a common friend” but a
friend who can be taken as “having the same life” until death.

Phuk Seow

Phuk Seow is the name of the ceremony performed in the case of two or more
persons who decide to become friend. Two persons ( male-male, female-female ) have such
a decision ( some-times the parents take part in making their decision ) and perform the
ceremony presided over by Maw Soot Khwan or Brahman. Bai sri is set. The Brahman chants
the holy words tarting from the invitation of guardian god from any area even from the
heavens. He chants the essential words concerning the Phuk Seow Ceremony and also
describes the significance of it. The last section of chanting refers to holy persons, holy
places in the universe and invites them to bless the perticipants with happiness and good
health.

While chanting, the Brahman ties the raw cotton yam with the twists of Seow. The
cotton string symbolized the friendship of Seow. Sometimes it is believed that the essence
or substance of Seow is locked in the bodies. This substance is popularly called “Khwan” in
Esarn. Khwan which is locked by cotton yarns will reside in the body and give them good

feelings and good mindfulness.



Bai Sri Dance

Bai Sri Dance or Ram Bai Sri is a kind of dance referring to the invitation of the Khwan
to reside in the bodies. The dance also shows the traditional style of dance and song. It was
performed not only to invite the Khwan, but also the guardian gods and holy persons or
places to bless all with good wishes.

The History of Phuk Seow

1.According to our studies, there are two evidences of Phuk Seow originations.
From literature, Phuk Seow is a ceremony performed in those day which appeared in three
famous works of literature.

Pha Dang Nang Ai

Phra Laks phra Lam

Thaow Suriwong
All words concerning this ceremony were written on palm-leaves with literature.

2 Historically, it was found that three kings of Lanna and Sukhothai namely Ngam
Mueng,
Meng Rai and Ram Kamhang became royal friends by performing the friendship ceremony.
The aim of that ceremony pointed to joint-fighting against the Burmese Army, and also to
keep a promise of notfighting each other.

Methods of Performance

There are many different methods of performing Phuk Seow. Each of these may be
suitable for one but not for another. The five standard methods are as follows:-

1.By using some meaningful material as a symbol of friendship during ceremony.

2.By holding chilli or salt as a symbol during ceremony.

3.By the agreement of parents of Seow.

4.If children are very young, the promise was made by their parents.

5.By the decision of Seow themselves whetter they are young or old.

Phuk Seow Khon Kaen
In 1980 Phuk Seow was established in the Silk Festival by the decision of the

governor, vice governor and two representatives of Khon Kaen Univ.; Vanchai Wattanasap



and Udom Buasri. The ceremony was well performed with 200 Seow from many districts
participating in the ceremony.

The old tradition was adapted to modern times of globalization, so additional
condition have been added by the committee. They are.-

1.Seow have to apply to Phuk Seow by themselves.

2.They inform through the district governor.

3.Use Bai Sri as a symbol of ceremony.

4.The minister or representative comes to preside over the ceremony.

5.Buddhist monks pour lustral water to bless Seow with happiness and good luck.

6.Distinguished Guests are invited to tie the twists of Seow with cotton yarn.

Aim of Phuk Seow
1.To make all Thai people understand the word “Seow” with the right meanins.

2.To preserve and reorganize the old good tradition and keep it not only in mind but

also
in practice.

3.To take the power of friendship to develop society and nation in terms of “Power
of
understanding”

4.To spread this kind of ceremony to all people of all lands.

Seows’ Characteristics

There are at least three characteristics of Seow.

1.They are in the same sex, age and tastes.

2.They are permitted by their parents, when young.

3.They have the foundation of rational love not sensible love and without any
conditions.

Bai Sri Soo Khwan
Bai Sri is a name of flowers in a tray with necessary food and daily items.

This Bai Sri also aims to invite guardian gods to welcome and bless the participants.



Soo Khwan, sometimes calles Tam Khwan, is the name of activities performed by
elderly person called “Maw Soot Khwan” or Brahman.

Maw Soot Khwan hands over many acts; such as.

-Chanting the holy words to invite god and spirit from heaven to protect the
participants.

-Inviting the participant’s Khwan to reside in their body.

-Tying the cotton yarns with the twists of Seow.

-Blessing the Seow anf audience with good luck and everlasting happiness.

It is a tradition of calling back the Khwan ( living essence ) in to the bodies, so they
well live
in happiness and good health.

This or any ceremony, as performed in the village also serves as a channel for the

expression of feelings, desires and needs in a structured way.

Esarn dance

1.Bai Sri Dance : or Ram Bai Sri is a kind of dance which invites Khwan to reside in the
bodies. It was ferformed not only to invite Khwan but also to bless the guests with the best
wishes.

2.Tang Vai Dance : It is a kind of dance showing the ethnic-group-activities in Laos.
Some explains it as a paying homage to high ranking persons. It belongs to Lao tradition.

3.Serng Kratip Khwan is a popular dance of Esarn. The style of this dance is quick and
hot, sweet. It show the life style of Esarn people who are ready to work any where. Esarn
people use the rice container in the daily life.

4.Phu Thai Dance is a kind of dance belonging to North of the Northeast. Phuthai is
one of ethnic group of Thailand came to Thailand from Lao in the time of King Rama LLL.
Thay worship Buddhism, then every year they will come to dance paying respect to a Holy

Pagoda named “Tad Panom”. The style of this dance is slow but sweet.



5.Ream Panjole is a kind of dance influenced by Kmer Culture spreading over the
south of the Northeast between the border of Thai and Kmer.
This kind of dance shows the primitive healing when somebody gets sick. The dancer will
invite god or spirit to cure the patient. Some body says this is the indegenious wisdom of

Esarn people to help themselves for living.
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Isan Musical Intruments

PIN

Pin is string musical instrument looks like guitar with two or three strings. It
gives a clear sound. Is had a string before. When the society changes it become a
now Pin with 3-5 strings for playing with popular musical band
PONG LANG

Pong Lang is a kind of struct musical instrument made from soft dead
wood. The original is made from metal. The Pong Lang demonstrating at this
moment is an initiation of a real metal one. In the birds out from the paddy field.
HAI

Hai or pot or jar is an earthenware. Its normal use is to preserve food stuff
in on old style of Northeasterners. Now it is a newly developed musical instrument
which is popular with the modern band. Its sound is bass and very common

instrument that anyone can play.

KAEN

“Kaen” is a local musical instrument of Isan (Northeast Thailand ) and also
a national musical instrument of Lao P.D.R. it is made of a wild amall bamboo. It
is suitable for both personal play for playing with bands.

Kaen has such a name according to Its natural sound-Kaen-Kean. Kean gives a
natural clear loud sound in any rhythm. It is usually played along with folk singer
(Mao Lam) which is an original function of Kaen. Kean is now a very popular form
of music in the informal education system. The Thai government also supports its
promotion with the provision of a budget.

VODE

“Vode” or “Bode” is a kind of local musical instrument of Isan (Northeast
Thailand) made of the a bamboo in a round shape. It gives a clear and whispering
sound like a paper or leaf-blowing. While playing, one to store the wind in the

mouth and release simultaneously and repeatedly.



It is traditionally forbidden to play in the rainy season; if played it will not
rain. The God of the rain misunderstand or confuse it with another voice in his
promise to human beings during the Rain-War according to lo literature. Now it has

become a popular musical instrument in a folk band in Isan.



